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PREFACE BY VISCOUNT BRYCE.

Io the summer of 1915 accounts, few and scanty at first,
but increasing in volume later, began to find their way out of
Asiatio Turkey as to the events that were happening there.
These accounts described what seemed to be an effort to ex-
termina ion, without distinction of age or sex, whose.

j Government devoid

\t noj
Turkish troops. It is

for tho future governm
Tho compilation has b "

enquiry, that is to say, nothing has been

throw light on the facts, whatever the po
accounts might bo. In such an enquiry,
sympathics, no prejudices, not even the naf
crimes, ought to distract the mind of the

of trying i

here col

ing through Asiatic Turkey
and had opportunities of
observing them.

Another part comes from natives of the country, nearly all
Christians, who succeeded, despite the stringency of tho Turkish
censorship, in getting letters into neutral countries, or who
themselves escaped into Greece, or Russia, or Egypt and were

there ablo to write down what they had geen. =
A third but much smaller part comes from subjects of the
now belligerent, Powers (mostly Germans) who were in Turkey
swhen these events were happening, and subsequently published
in their own countries accounts based on their personal knowledge.
In presenting this evidence it has been necessary in very many
cases o withhold the names of the witnesses, because to publish
their names would be to expose such of them as are still within

e
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VAN. GERMAN MISSIONARY. 7

18. VAN AFTER THE TURKISH RETRI LETTER FROM HERR

SPORRI, OF THE GERMAN MISSION A'l‘ VAN, PUBLISHED IN

THE GERMAN JOURNAL ‘‘SONNENAUFGANG,” OCTOBER, 1915.

There lies Artamid before us, adorned by its delicious gardens ;

but how does the village look 1 Tho greater part of it is nothing

now but a heap of ruins. We talked there with three of our former

orphn protéges, who had had fearful osperiences during tho

f Artamid. Evenin

time of peace ono crosses the pass with one’s heart in one’s mouth,
becauso the

again there wero mmybqnm destroyed.
g Woman who, after many years of widowhood,
ma ive of tho villago.
well with her; now h

hundred and thirty peoj

We pitched our camp

Saslght i oot of w

of manure—a

old that the Kurds h
Armenians in it. Horrible !

devoured by doy
some soldiers ;
from R

1 to Ten, where people we

¢ from the village and informed us

had happened there. There, too, the scenes of our former
astivity, tho 80hoo) and tho chureh, lay in ruins, and many
dwvelling houses as well. The man who used to put us up was also
among the slain; his widow is still quite distraught. Here
about’ 150 are said to have been murdered. There were so
many orphans in the place, they said fo use-Should we now bo
inclined to take chargo of any again? We were unablo to give
them any definiteanswer. Aswerodeonand on over the mountains,
the splendid air did us much good and we thanked God for it, for
little by lttle we have come to be in sore need of recuperation.
We had a wonderful view from the mountain heights, but cvery-
where in the villages one sees blackened and ruined houses.
[s) x




SIVAS. ADVENTURES OF MURAD. 317

81. SIVAS: THE ADVENTURES OF MURAD; NARRATED}BY
“SHS.,” IN THE JOURNAL “THE NEW ARMENIA,” OF
NEW YORK, 1st MARCH, 1916.

In December, 1914, Murad was peacefully at work in his native
village of Govdoun. Then he was apprised of the troubles brewing
in the city of Sivas, the capital of the Vilayet. He hastened
thero to find the Armenians panic-stricken. Al the Armenians

g0, a5 well as all tho promient Armenian business
t the bread supplied
m .

on Murad’s head.

Murad was stricken with typhus as a
and hardships the band endured, and his
im from snow-clad mountain to mount

e T Gayalzy e approashing, ho reduesied
his comrades to remove him to the mountains.

In the milder weather of May, Murad began to recover. A
company of Turkish cavalrymen renewed the search for the
little band of Armenian warriors. Murad and his seven men
opened fire upon the Turks, wounding several of them. The
Turks beat @ hasty retreat, but returned soon with reinforce-
ments. These also were put to flight by the Armenians. Murad
then withdrew from the mountain and travelled for some days
through the woods and valleys.

81 . -



416 AFIUN KARA HISSAR. ARMENIAN WITNESS.

106. AFTUN KARA HISSAR : LETTER* DATED AFIUN KARA HISSAR,
10th/23rd SEPTEMBER, 1915 ; PUBLISHED IN THE ARMENIAN
JOURNAL ‘HORIZON » OF TIFLIS, 30th OCTOBER /12th
NOVEMBER, 1915.

Some of the exiles have been sent to Konia, but on the
bleak uplands of Afiun Kara Hissar, under canvas, or, in many
cases, without tents at all, there are about 11,000 exiles in misery.
Most of them have been reduced to an indescribable conditi
They endured all kinds of hardships on their journey, a

roportion of thom died on the road. Many fathers g

of sufferers is con
llages of Balikesri, Pa
b Bt Genlg
djé, Djera, Bzl

Tehoukour, Karsz,
Orta Keui and Kerer
There are about
them.
The rich have
and deplorably misorable, without help
compassed by all the (’,errol's 0( de&ﬂ.\

* Name of writer withheld.

10g)




438 TOWN OF B.

114. BAGHDAD RAILWAY : DIARY OF A FOREIGN RESIDENT*
IN THE TOWN OF B., ON A SECTION OF THE LINE ; EDITED
BY WILLIAM WALTER ROCKWELL, ESQ., PHD A!m PUB-
LISHED BY THE AMERICAN COMMITTEE FOR ARMENIAN
AND SYRIAN RELIEF (1916).
30th June, 1915. 3
o (1425 (o G T e s et e
all day—theso of all classes, and every ono with tho samo
question: “ What of the night'? ” The news from BY. was not
encouraging, A few influential Tarks hore wan fo help, but
dare by carriage to see an influential
man_and 7 i

itle business affairs.
xt 27 Such drawn

4If the town
they never return ;
up, who knows ¢

questions and to weep. The conditior
cheerful.

g g om ‘downstairs for a store-room.
—— " says ho has 5,000 lims’ worth of mortgages and farms,
T s, 0 s GhR
out among the ruling race. I suspect that leading families are
to go first. Every one trembles.
We had a comfortably full chapel both morning and evening,
and two beautiful sermons suitable for the time. Many Greeks
Comia gt T Gty s i from

g away in
a right spirit, remembering the blesslngs of the past, opportunities
* Mother of the “ Miss B."” of Sect. I., Doc. 8.




544 AC. ARMENIAN INHABITANT.

188. AC.: LETTERS FROM AN ARMENIAN mmnm DES-
CRIBING THE DEPOETAT[OH OF ARMENIANS FROM CILICIA ;
COMMUNICATED THE AMERICAN COMMITTEE FOR
ARMENIAN AND smmn RELIEF.

< )
Letter dated 6/19th April, 1915.

Every day two or three hundred people from Zeitoun are
transferred to BM., under severe guard, and, after a short halt
at night, are deported in unknown directions. The hotels and
the two Ammonian sahools aro fll of these doported familln

he Governmenthas

150 Armenians from Dért Y l and l 3
been deported to Aleppo.

*Name withheld,
{138)




Historical Summary. Aymenian Nationality and Ottoman Government. 617

1IV. THE ARMENIAN PEOPLE AND THE OTTOMAN
GOVERNMENT.

When the Ottoman Government entered the European War
in 1914, it had ruled Armenia for just four hundred years, and
still had for its subjects a majority of the Armenian people.
Anyone who inguires nto the relutions between tho Government

and the governed during this period of

will find the most contradictor;

one hand ho will be told that the Armenians, like the rest of
i gayali ! (catlet) by,

and incapable of progi bu
S¥H6l6 'maora approciably than tho  ponall
extreme penalisation works both ways. I

over by Patriarch, who holds office at the disoretion of the
Government, - but is elected by the community and is the
recognised intermediary between the two, combining in his own
person the headship of a voluntary “ Rayah * association and the
status of an Ottoman official. The special function thus assigned
to the Patriarchates gives the Millets, as an institution, an
ecclesiastical character ; but in the Near East a church is merely

* Tt appears to be uncertain whether this is really the literal meaning of
the word, its current connotation being purely the political one.
+The word “ Millet ” means simply “ religious sect ” in the Arabic
language, from which it was borrowed by the Turks.
(W3] 112
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